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TEXT
Isaiah 62:10-12                                        

10Go through, go through the gates;
   prepare the way for the people;
   build up, build up the highway;
   clear it of stones;
   lift up a signal over the peoples.
11Behold, the LORD has proclaimed
   to the end of the earth:
   Say to the daughter of Zion,
   "Behold, your salvation comes;
   behold, his reward is with him,
   and his recompense before him."
12And they shall be called The Holy People,
   The Redeemed of the LORD;
   and you shall be called Sought Out,
   A City Not Forsaken.

Do you remember the movie Cast Away?  Actor Tom Hanks plays a time management expert for 
Fed Ex.  In his professional life he is successful; he is much sought after.  In his personal life he is in 
a great romance.  He is expecting a very special Christmas.  

As he is about to board a Fed Ex freight jet for one more job before the holidays, he tells his 
girlfriend he’ll be right back.  In that moment, Tom Hanks’ character is anticipating a great 
Christmas.  But the next moment he is alone in the middle of the Pacific Ocean, cast away on an 
island no one will ever find.  For a while he actually anticipates that someone will be coming to 
rescue him.  After doing some time and distance calculations (what else would we expect from a 
time management expert), he realizes there’s no way he’ll be found.  The rescue search would have 
had to cover an enormous area.  He realizes he’s been left for dead. He is no longer sought after.

Jerusalem was supposed to be sought after.  Jerusalem, Zion, that city set on a hill, the home of the 
Lord’s temple, was supposed to be that place of which the nations would say, “Come, let us go up 
to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob.  He will teach us His ways, so that 
we may walk in His paths.” (Isaiah 2:3) 

But at the time Isaiah gave this prophecy, the idea that Jerusalem would be sought after was 
hopelessly out of step with reality.  The nations were coming to Jerusalem all right.  To conquer, to 
take the spoils of war.  The Assyrian empire was right at the door ready to swallow up Jerusalem.  
It was no longer the city sought after as in the days of Solomon when the queen of Sheba came all 
the way to Jerusalem just to meet Solomon and to see the great city.  
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On top of that, they were bringing it on themselves.  Through Isaiah, the Lord had warned them, 
“Jerusalem staggers, Judah is falling; their words and deeds are against the Lord, defying His 
glorious presence.  The look on their faces testifies against them; they parade their sin like Sodom; 
they do not hide it.” (Isaiah 3:8-9) 

So, “Merry Christmas,” right?  

The truth is, on this Christmas Day, the church can relate to the predicament Jerusalem was in.  
The church today hardly seems sought after. Instead, it seems more and more that the church is 
under siege. 

And it’s not just the church.  

People do not feel they are sought after.  At least some of the popularity of the movie Cast Away is 
because people understand how Tom Hanks’ character feels.  As someone has said, “There is 
something worse than being lost.  And that is the sense that no one is looking for you.”  If you 
became lost, who would come looking for you?  That is the fear people have. 

The thing is, as in the case of Israel, we are bringing this on ourselves. We are independent people, 
encouraged to take care of ourselves.  So in the process of just trying to provide the basic 
necessities for ourselves, of home and job and food and clothes, we just don’t have time for 
anything else.  Our friends are few.  Our families are fractured, strewn across the country.  Then, 
there’s also that whole thing of people today being encouraged to take care of themselves first.  
Children are growing up not knowing how to trust others or relate to others in healthy ways.  We 
are actually creating the loneliness that we so fear.  The loneliness that so many of us experience 
when we become elderly. 

Isaiah himself knew the feeling of not being sought after.  He was God’s prophet, God’s 
spokesman.  Yet, few listened to his words of warning.  Fewer still listened to his words of hope.  
He was not sought after.  Yet, he continued to speak words of hope and comfort.  Looking ahead, 
as we have done throughout this past Advent season, Isaiah pointed to God’s coming salvation:  
“Say to the daughter of Zion (the remnant of God’s people then and the church of today), ‘Behold, 
your salvation comes…’”

Our salvation has come.  

Which is exactly what we are celebrating today!  God sent His Son from heaven above to earth to 
look for the lost and the lonely and the forsaken and the no longer desired.  To rescue us.  By 
becoming human.  The Word became flesh.  More than that.  He dwelt among us.  He walked in 
our shoes.  He took our place.  He became the One Not Sought After to the Extreme.  Upon the 
cross. 

As Isaiah had prophesied concerning the horrific death Christ would die. “He had no beauty or 
majesty to attract us to Him, nothing in His appearance that we should desire Him. He was 
despised and rejected of men…like one from whom men hide their faces…” (Isaiah 53:2-3) 

Upon the cross Jesus was Not Sought After.  He loved us even as He cried out that God had 
forsaken Him.  He died so that we might live. He rose from the dead in victory so that we might 
live. He opened the way to eternal life so that we might live with Him forever.  And His birth into 
human flesh, His death, and resurrection assure us that we will never be forsaken, never alone, 
never not sought after. 
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He gives us a new name. “They shall be called The Holy People, The Redeemed of the Lord, and 
you shall be called Sought Out,  A City Not Forsaken.” Jesus is the one who is born, the new baby, 
but we’re the ones who get named!

Sought After! 

That is the identity Jesus gives us.  We are sought after, also insofar as Christ has given us 
something people wish they had.  A sense of being sought out.  

People seek what we already have. They may not know it. They may not realize it. And they may not 
seek us out personally.  But through us, the Lord is seeking them.  Through our lives, our hearts, 
our lips, the Lord is seeking them.  

Through us the Lord is coming alongside lonely, forgotten, no longer desired people, both old and 
young.  That they might know what we already know.  That our salvation has come!  We are not 
lost.  We are not deserted.  We have not been left to die.  We are Sought After.  

Christ the Savior has been born!
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